
Celebrity Buzz 

Rihanna, 
Brown 
working 
it out? 

pg 14 


The world’s largest global 


etr 


MONTON • MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009 


metronews.ca 





JEARII TO BE IRISf=J 

St. Patrick's Day • Tuesday, March 17th 
Moxie's Lounge • Adults Only 

Visit LearnToBelrish.com for your J|3 MOXI 
chance to win a trip to Ireland. 


Earphones 
possible factor 
in train death 

struck A young Canmore 
woman is dead after she 
was struck from behind 
by a train while listening 
to music and walking 
along the tracks, police 
believe. 

Meagan Baillie, 21, was 
walking westbound on 
the tracks behind the Fas 
Gas station in Canmore 
around 9 a.m. when the 
accident happened. She 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene. 

Police believe that she 
was wearing earphones at 
the time and didn’t hear 
the train coming. Police 
are investigating to deter¬ 
mine what happened in 
the moments leading up 
to her death. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Riding the Recession 


Looking for ways to save 
money and ride out the 
economic storm? Now 
through the end of March, 
Metro will share advice on 
how to cut down on 
expenses and navigate 
your way through the 
recession. 

• Canada 

Cities are seeing a 
decrease when it comes 
to their recycling 
programs, pg 3 

• Comment 

Anne Hines offers a 
lesson in recession 
etiquette, pg 5 
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Paul Lorieau belts out the national anthem with the choir from Mayerthorpe's Elmer Elson School prior to the Fallen Four Memorial 
Hockey Game. The Mayerthorpe Wranglers faced off against a team of Alberta RCMP officers at Rexall Place yesterday afternoon. 

Fallen four honoured 


Mounties, Mayerthorpe locals face off in memorial game 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(§ metronews.ca 


Four Mounties from May¬ 
erthorpe who were 
gunned down by James 
Roszko were remembered 
before a hockey game that 
involved the community’s 
old-timers team at the 
home of the Oilers. 

Five memorial candles 
were lit in front of a few 
thousand fans at Rexall 
Place in a pre-game cere¬ 
mony with the fifth candle 
commemorating peace offi¬ 
cers who were killed in the 
line of duty. 

The memorial game be¬ 
tween the Mayerthorpe 
Wranglers and a group of 
Alberta Mounties has been 
become an annual tradi¬ 
tion in Mayerthorpe since 


the tragedy, but after the 
town’s arena was destroyed 
by a fire, the game moved 
to Edmonton. 

“We had offers from all 
over, from many different 
arenas from the other com¬ 
munities nearby after the 
fire,” said Jurgen 
Preugschas, president of 
the Mayerthorpe Fallen 
Four Society. 

“With the Edmonton Oil¬ 
ers being the town’s 
favourite NHL team, it was 
an easy choice for us when 
the offer from Northlands 
and the Oilers happened.” 

Oilers head coach Craig 
MacTavish played with the 
RCMP’s memorial team 
while assistant coach Char¬ 
lie Huddy suited up for the 
Wranglers. 

MacTavish elicited a few 
chuckles from fans as he 


“This is Canada 
supporting a small 
town like 
Mayerthorpe.” 

Jurgen Preugschas 

helped a slcating-chal- 
lenged teammate score by 
dragging the player into 
the net with his stick. 

“The support for the 
event is huge for us, but we 
don’t want to lose sight of 
those four fallen Mounties 
in addition with the loss of 
the arena,” said Preugschas. 
“This is Canada supporting 
a small town like May¬ 
erthorpe.” 

Grace Johnston, the 
mother of fallen Mountie 
Const. Leo Johnston, says 
the game is one of many 


events that has helped the 
community to “stick to¬ 
gether” after the tragedy. 

“It’s the thoughtfulness, 
the consideration, the re¬ 
membrance that the peo¬ 
ple are putting their time 
into in this game,” she said. 

Money raised from the 
game will fund a new rink 
in Mayerthorpe and im¬ 
provements to the town’s 
Fallen Four Memorial Park. 

Roszko took his own life 
after a gunfight with police 
that killed the fallen offi¬ 
cers — constables Peter 
Schiemann, Anthony Gor¬ 
don, Leo Johnston and 
Brock Myrol. 

Shawn Hennessey and 
Dennis Cheeseman, who 
admitted to helping 
Roszko, were given 15 
years and 12 years in 
prison, respectively. 


Man awaits 
charges after 
missing girl 
calls home 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(§ metronews.ca 


Mounties in Red Deer have 
a 56-year-old man in 
custody and he is awaiting 
charges of kidnapping and 
sexual assault after a 16- 
year-old girl was found in 
a shopping centre in that 
city Saturday, two days af¬ 
ter she was reported miss¬ 
ing. 

Police say they made the 
arrest yesterday afternoon 
after the suspect was seen 
driving his vehicle in Red 
Deer. 

The man’s vehicle was 
seized by police for exami¬ 
nation and investigators 
are expected to formally 
charge the man sometime 
today, say Mounties. 

The teen was found at 
the Bower Place Shopping 
Centre Saturday night, 
roughly 46 hours after she 
was reported missing. 

Mounties say the 
victim’s family called po¬ 
lice Thursday night after 
she drove to a nearby con¬ 
venience store to buy 
some juice and never 
returned. 

Police say the girl’s 
truck was found outside 
her family’s home with 
the keys still in the 
ignition, but her purse and 
mobile phone were gone. 

The girl is in hospital re¬ 
covering from “some 
injuries,” and trauma from 
the abduction, said Moun¬ 
ties. 

“It was like a bad 
dream,” said the girl’s 
mother in a press confer¬ 
ence yesterday. “She feels 
unsafe in her own home.” 

The girl’s father said she 
managed to get away from 
her abductor and quickly 
called home from the 
shopping centre. 


Cox Spinal Decompression by Dr. Hamdon 


Stonsis? Disc Herniation? Sciatica? 96% of People Report Full Relief 


Within only 2 months Dr. Hamdon will help 
relieve any pain, numbness, or tingling sensa¬ 
tions in your neck, back, arms, legs or head. 


Cox Technic 


• Reduces pressure on spinal nerves 

• Drops pressure within disc 


Many of the people that Dr. Hamdon treats today had suffered 
from quality of life diminishing ailments for many years. They had 
tried several different treatment protocols that had failed and had 
therefore become frustrated and depressed about their diminishing 
quality of life. But now, these same patients are finally symptom free 
and enjoying a pain free and drastically improved quality of life. Call 
Dr. Hamdon today to regain your quality of life! 


Dr. Fahod Hamdon, 

DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC 


60 Riel Drive, 

St. Albert T8N 5B3 
Ph: 780.458.8200 
Please call Mon-Fri 
Fax: 780.458.8202 
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Gaza struggle topic of presentation tonight at U of A 

The seriousness of the conditions of the Gaza Strip is not that far removed from Canadians. A Mother From Gaza: Surviving Under Siege will be presented tonight by journalist 
and blogger Laila El-Haddad. The lecture runs from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the University of Alberta Telus Centre for Professional Development, room 150. metro edmonton 




Brown bag it for small biz seminar 

Learn how to improve your productivity through innovation today. The Business Link is offering 
a free “brown bag” small business presentation from noon to 1 p.m. at No. 100,10237,104 St. 
For more information, visit www.canadabusiness.ca/alberta/events metro edmonton 



New animal shelter angers business owners 


Daycare 



jeff.cummings@metronews.ca 


When the Edmonton 
Humane Society’s new 
state-of-the-art animal 
shelter opens this spring, 
it will have everything for 
city pet owners, including 
a large doggy daycare 
service. 

And that’s a concern to 
some doggy daycare owners 
who say they could lose 
their business to a non-prof¬ 


it society. 

“(The hu¬ 
mane socie¬ 
ty) is a regis¬ 
tered not- 
for-profit so¬ 
ciety, and 

they are 

opening up a 
business,” 
said Rosean- 
na Gulleclcson, a dog trainer 
with Makin’ Trax Canine 
Care and Trade Centre in St. 
Albert. 

Gulleclcson says staff at 


the doggy daycare were ex¬ 
cited about the new shelter 
as the business has donated 
to the non-profit group for 
the last 10 years, but they 
were dismayed after “learn¬ 
ing they were opening up a 
competing business.” 

The Edmonton Humane 
Society says many daycare 
centres in Edmonton have 
long waiting lists for 
clients and it will refer 
people to other doggy 
daycare centres, even 
when the shelter’s service 


• The $22.5-million shelter 
will include a 10,000-square- 
foot area for a doggy daycare 
centre that is expected to 


is not at capacity. 

Stephanie McDonald, 
an executive director with 
the society, says daycare 
centres also keep animals 
“behaviourally sound” 
and socially acceptable in 


house roughly 75 dogs, mak¬ 
ing it one of the largest dog¬ 
gy daycare centres in the Ed¬ 
monton area. 


the community. 

The society would en¬ 
courage new pet owners 
who adopt from the shel¬ 
ter to take advantage of 
the dog centres since it’s 
so beneficial to animals, 


said McDonald. 

“We’ve been providing 
clients to doggyday care fa¬ 
cilities in the community, 
so it just made really good 
sense to offer our own day¬ 
care in this new building,” 
said McDonald. 

Gulleclcson said her serv¬ 
ice that can care for up to 
30 dogs a day, doesn’t have 
a waiting list. 

“We are really starting to 
wonder if the society has 
lost its focus on rescuing an¬ 
imals,” said Gulleclcson. 



News in brief 


HIGHWAY Motorists along a 
busy QE II Highway had quite a 
scare Saturday night as a senior 
drove the wrong way in the 
northbound lanes near Ponoka. 
RCMP says the 73-year-old was 
in his vehicle when police found 
it after it rolled into a ditch near 
Highway 604 sometime around 
8:40 p.m. The man was the only 
occupant in the vehicle. Police 
won't say if the man was having 
a medical episode. Alcohol was 
not a factor, metro edmonton 
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What's online today. 


Video Investors brace for 
another gloomy week amid 
rumours of U.S. bank nation¬ 
alizations and sharp job loss¬ 
es at metronews.ca/canada 
Video Environment 
Canada cautions to not put 
away the winter clothes just 
yet at metronews.ca/canada 
Blogs Kenya Hunt reports 
from Milan Fashion 
Week, where 
boots are reaching \ 
for the thigh. 


Lotteries 


it reports 

« 


Friday, Feb. 27 

Lotto Super 7: 4 , 19 ,24,25,27 ,33 & 34 - Bonus 32. 

Saturday, Feb. 28 

Lotto 6/49: 2 , 8 , 26,46,48 & 49. Bonus 34 - 


These results are not official 


Sales keep on rollin' wheels keep on turnin' 


MARISSA MIDDLETON 

for Metro Edmonton 



Although the automotive | 
industry is in a slump, car | 
sales kept on rolling at s 
the Edmonton Motor I 
Show this weekend in the I 
Northlands AgriCom. 

“If people want to buy a 
car, then they’re going to 
buy a car,” said Tarah 
Fardy, a sales representa¬ 
tive for Kia West Edmon¬ 
ton. She believes that be¬ 
ing in Alberta also makes 
a big difference, and ac¬ 
cording to Fardy, the re¬ 
cession hasn’t affected 
the Kia booth at all. 

“We don’t really see 
much of a recession.” 

The Toyota booth also ex¬ 
perienced a busy showing. 

“If compared to a previ¬ 
ous year, I think it’s even 
busier than it’s been,” 
said Michael Kopp, a prod¬ 
uct adviser from Sher¬ 
wood Park Toyota. “We’re 
loving it at the Toyota 
booth, it’s constantly 
busy.” He believes that 
due to the recession, peo¬ 
ple look more closely at 
the quality of a new vehi¬ 
cle when purchasing. 

“I’ve never seen a better 
time to buy a car than 
now,” said Bob Vilas, exec- 



Goldeen Wild, in car, and husband Eli Wild look into a Mazda MX-5 sports car at the Edmonton 
Motor Show yesterday afternoon at the Northlands AgriCom. 


“If people want to buy a car, then they’re 
going to buy a car... We don’t really see 
much of a recession.’’ 

Kia's Tarah Fardy 


utive director of the Ed¬ 
monton Motor Dealers As¬ 
sociation. “If you are in 
the market, what a great 
time to do it.” 


Jesse and Heather Cole 
were at the show brows¬ 
ing and to check out what 
was new. 

“I think we’d be more 


likely to buy a car now,” 
said Jesse. “They’re cheap¬ 
er because of the reces¬ 
sion.” 

Both said it was inter¬ 
esting to see the different 
marketing strategies as a 
result of the recession. 

“I think it’s exciting see¬ 
ing some of the new 
things that they’re doing 
to try and make us buy,” 
Heather said. 


Leaping over 
birthdays with 
a single bound 

celebration George Read 
doesn’t have a birthday 
this year, so he celebrated 
turning nine and one- 
quarter yesterday. 

He was bom on Feb 29, 
1972, making him a leap 
year baby, thus his birthday 
only comes around once 
eveiy four years. In the 
three years in between, he 
says he can celebrate when¬ 
ever he wants — this year 
his family had friends over 
for dinner on March 1. 

“It’s great when you’re 
old, but it stinks when 
you’re a kid,” Read, who 
has actually lived for 37 
years, said from Calgary. 

Read said he has missed 
out on plenty of free birth¬ 
day meals and getting into 
the zoo for free. It can also 
be frustrating when compa¬ 
nies don’t have Feb. 29 in 
their system — most recent¬ 
ly, Telus almost wouldn’t 
hook up his cellphone. 

Peter Brouwer, founder of 
the Honour Society of Leap 
Year Babies, said there are 
many other Feb. 29 birth 
date bugs on the Internet. 
“Many people don’t under¬ 
stand leap year — so why 
should the Internet?” he 

said. JENNIFER HILLIKER 

/FOR METRO CANADA 
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Reading program pairs kids with dogs 

A program unique in Canada is pairing elementary school kids with therapy dogs from St. John's Ambulance 
and bringing them all together at the Winnipeg Humane Society. It's called See Spot Read, cbc news online 
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Russia denies airspace approach 


Russia is denying that one of its aircraft approached Canadian airspace three 
days before U.S. President Barack Obama visited Ottawa on Feb. 19. Defence 
Minister Peter MacKay said Friday that Canadian CF-18 fighter jets at Cold Lake, | 
Alta., scrambled to intercept the plane on Feb. 16 after North American 
Aerospace Defence Command detected the Russian Bear long-range bomber 
headed for Canada. cbc news onlineI 


City recycling programs 
feeling economic pinch 


Riding the 

Recession 



Metro Canada 


services In a recession, 
there are lots of differ¬ 
ences that people will no¬ 
tice. But the effect of 
changing economic times 
on a city’s recycling pro¬ 
gram is not one of them. 

But while residents 
won’t see a change to recy¬ 
cling programs, cities 
across Canada will defi¬ 
nitely notice a difference, 
said Albert Shamess, direc¬ 
tor of solid waste services 
for the City of Ottawa. 

“The issue for us and for 
all cities is the reduction in 
revenue for recyclables,” 
Shamess said. 

Ottawa collects recycla¬ 
ble materials — paper, 
plastic, aluminum, glass, 
steel and cardboard — and 
sells them, with proceeds 
to go towards running the 
recycling program. 

During a recession, these 
items go for less money on 


By The Numbers 


• In 2008, Ottawa got $7 mil¬ 
lion in revenue for recy¬ 
clables through its residential 
recycling program. By the 
end of 2009, the City of Ot¬ 
tawa's Albert Shamess said 
he expects the city will fall at 
least $2 million short of that. 

a worldwide market, 
Shamess said. 

“What happens is the 
revenue drops, and the city 
has to cover more through 
taxes.” 

Up until October 2008, 
revenue for recyclables 
was at a record high, 
Shamess said. 

The price dropped 
through October and No¬ 
vember. 

Similarly in Toronto, the 
city’s monthly recycling 
revenue for the sale or 
curbside materials is ap¬ 
proximately $1 million to 
date in 2009. 

In 2007 and 2008, the 
monthly revenue was 
roughly $2 million. 

- WITH FILES FROM 
TARYN MCELHERAN AND ROBYN YOUNG 


News in brief 


TASER INQUIRY The RCMP con¬ 
stable who fired a Taser at 
Robert Dziekanski, the Polish 
man who died on the floor of 
Vancouver's airport in 2007, is 
set to give his version of events 
today. Const. Kwesi Millington 
is scheduled to begin testimo¬ 
ny today at the inquiry into 
Dziekanski's death. 


IMMIGRATION A scathing Fed¬ 
eral Court verdict calls a visa of¬ 
ficer in Pakistan close-minded 
and incompetent for an “inde¬ 
fensible” decision that stopped 
a Toronto women's organiza¬ 
tion from bringing a widow 
and her three children here 
from Kabul. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Afghanistan unwinnable: PM 

Canada wouldn't give more help without clear strategy 


Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper said yesterday the 
insurgency in Afghanistan 
cannot be defeated and 
Canada would not provide 
more troops without a 
dear exit strategy. 

Harper said in a CNN in¬ 
terview that Afghanistan 
needs an indigenous gov¬ 
ernment that can manage 
the insurgency and is not 
perceived as foreign-in- 
stalled. 

“We are not going to win 
this war just by staying,” 
Harper said. “My own judg¬ 
ment is, quite frankly, that 
we are not going to ever 
defeat the insurgency.” 

“We have to have an 


Afghan government that is 
capable of managing that 
insurgency and improving 
its own governance,” he 
said on the CNN program 
Fareed Zalcaria GPS. 

U.S.-led forces toppled 
the Islamist Taliban gov¬ 
ernment in 2001 for har¬ 
bouring the al-Qaida net¬ 
work responsible for the 
Sept. 11 attacks against the 
United States. But a Tal¬ 
iban insurgency has steadi¬ 
ly gained ground in the 
last few years. 

Canada has about 2,700 
soldiers based in Kandahar 
in southern Afghanistan as 
part of the NATO mission. 
The Canadian mission is 


due to end in 2011. More 
than 100 Canadian soldiers 
have been killed in the 
conflict. 

U.S. President Barack 
Obama, who has ordered 
more U.S. troops to 
Afghanistan to stem the 
rising violence, visited 
Harper on his first trip 
abroad on Feb. 19, but he 
did not press the Canadian 
leader for additional mili¬ 
tary contributions. 

Harper said he wel¬ 
comed Obama’s renewed 
commitment to 

Afghanistan and his plan 
to send more American 
troops there. 

“But over the long haul, 


if President Obama wants 
anybody to do more, I 
would ask very hard ques¬ 
tions about what is the 
strategy for success and for 
an eventual departure,” he 
said. 

Harper said his view of 
Afghan history was that 
the country has been in a 
permanent state of insur¬ 
gency. 

“If we think that we are 
going to govern 
Afghanistan for the 
Afghans or over the long¬ 
term be responsible for 
day-to-day security in 
Afghanistan and see that 
country improve, we are 
mistaken,” he said, reuters 


Skin to stem 

science Researchers from 
Canada and Britain said 
yesterday they had found a 
safer way to transform or¬ 
dinary skin cells into pow¬ 
erful stem cells in a move 
that could eventually re¬ 
move the need to use hu¬ 
man embryos. 

It is the first time that 
scientists have turned skin 
cells into induced pluripo- 
tent stem cells or iPS cells 
— which look and act like 
embryonic stem cells — 
without having to use 
viruses in the process. 

The new method also al¬ 
lows for genes that are in¬ 
serted to trigger cell repro¬ 
gramming to be removed 
afterwards. Stem cells are 
the body’s master cells, 

REUTERS 


: Scientists make gains in ceil research 



Scientist Dr. Andras Nagy of Mount Sinai hospital led a Toronto study in conjunction with a British 
team that was part of a breakthrough in stem cell research. 
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Acupuncture | Massage Therapy | Medical Office Administrator 
Pharmacy Technician \ Early Childhood Education c^ 

Network and Internet Security Specialist | Help Desk Support Analyst 


Paralegal ^ | Business Administration - E-Commerce Management | 
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^ Financial Aid Available to Qualified Applicants 
SI Career Services Assistance 
SI High Graduate Employment Rates 
SI 9 Campuses in AB 

SI Classes Filling Fast - Call Now to Reserve a Seat 


* Not All Programs Available 
At All Campuses. 
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REEVES COLLEGE 

REEVES EDMONTON 1-800-533-1457 
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1 888-245-6567 

f \ Guiding Your Success 
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CDI COLLEGE 
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China’s lunar probe ends mission 

China's lunar probe has ended its 16-month life with a planned crash into the moon, the official Xinhua news 
agency said yesterday. The probe was the first step in plans to land a vehicle on the moon in 2012. Reuters 



Egyptian tomb rediscovered 

Belgian archaeologists have rediscovered an ancient Egyptian tomb 
that had been lost for decades, Egyptian Culture Minister Farouk Hosni 
said yesterday. In 1880 Swedish Egyptologist Karl Piehl uncovered the 
tomb of Amenhotep, the deputy seal-bearer of the pharaoh Tuthmosis 
III, in the city of Luxor, about 600 kilometres to the south of Cairo. It 
later disppeared under the desert sand. reuters 


Bangladeshi mutineers to be tried 


“We will punish the killers and their 
mentors after a proper investigation 
and fair trial.” Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 


Special tribunals will try 
Bangladeshi paramilitary 
mutineers who killed at 
least 80 people, mostly 
army officers, in an upris¬ 
ing last week, government 
and military officials said 
yesterday. 

More than 70 potential 
victims are still missing af¬ 
ter the mutiny by mem¬ 
bers of the Bangladesh Ri¬ 
fles (BDR) border guards, 
which broke out on 


Wednesday, officials said. 

The bodies of officers, 
and some family members, 
have been found in mass 
graves within the BDR 
compound in Dhaka and 
in sewers and canals. The 
mutiny, over pay and com¬ 
mand structure, spread to 
about a dozen smaller 
towns across Bangladesh. 

Witnesses said about 
1,000 BDR troops who had 
fled their headquarters af¬ 


ter the two-day mutiny had 
returned and were having 
their identities checked 
outside the complex. But 
thousands remain at large, 
police said. 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina told parliament 


yesterday she had ordered 
police, the army and the 
elite Rapid Action Battal¬ 
ion to fan out across the 
country to capture muti¬ 
neers, and seize any 
weapons they had. 

Police said they had 


identified up to 1,000 BDR 
members as suspects, and 
some could be charged 
with murder. 

Government minister 
Syed Ashraful Islam said 
the decision to set up the 
tribunals was made at a 
cabinet meeting led by 
Hasina on Saturday. No de¬ 
tails about the tribunals 
were released. 

An investigation led by 
Home Minister Shahara 


Khatun has been told to 
hand down its first find¬ 
ings within a week. 

“We will punish the 
killers and their mentors 
after a proper investiga¬ 
tion and fair trial,” Hasina 
said yesterday. 

“We will also seek assis¬ 
tance from Scotland Yard 
and co-operation from the 
United Nations to probe 
the mutiny.” 

REUTERS 


Pro-Kremlin party claims wide support 


election Russia’s ruling 
party, facing its first major 
electoral test amidst the 
economic crisis, claimed 
strong support in local 
elections yesterday but the 
opposition Communists 
and nationalists com¬ 
plained of cheating. 

Few official results were 
available yesterday but 
United Russia chairman 
Boris Gryzlov told local 
media his party “was show¬ 
ing high results” 
in all nine regions holding 
elections for regional and 
municipal legislatures. 

Opposition parties de¬ 
nounced the Kremlin for 
what they said was an un- 


Russia hit hard 

• Millions have lost their 
jobs, prices have risen and 
the ruble has slumped 
against the dollar since the 
economic crisis hit Russia 
late last year, ending the 
10-year boom that had un¬ 
derpinned support for 
Putin and Medvedev. 

usually high level of dirty 
tricks in the campaign pre¬ 
ceding yesterday’s polls, 
when 20 million Russians 
were eligible to vote. 

Communist Party Cen¬ 
tral Committee chairman 
Pyotr Romanov said United 


Russia’s behaviour in the 
western region of Bryansk 
bordering Belarus suggest¬ 
ed foul play on a grand 
scale. 

Romanov cited protocols 
from five polling stations 
in Bryansk’s central Olc- 
tyabr district, which he 
said showed the Commu¬ 
nist Party “trounced” Unit¬ 
ed Russia. First official re¬ 
sults in the same place 
gave the Communists only 
15 per cent. 

Central Election Com¬ 
mission chief Vladimir 
Churov, an old contempo¬ 
rary of Putin’s, said he had 
not received reports of any 
violations. reuters 


Mexico’s drug war bleeds over into U.S. 


violence Authorities are 
fearing that violent crime 
is beginning to bleed over 
into the United States from 
Mexico, where drug cartel 
abductions and executions 
are a daily feature of a rag¬ 
ing drug war that claimed 
6,000 lives last year. 

Execution-style murders, 
violent home invasions 


and a spiralling kidnap 
rate in Phoenix — where 
police reported an average 
of one abduction a day last 
year linked to Mexican 
crime — have all been ob¬ 
served. 

While U.S. authorities 
stress they have not seen 
anything like the kind of 
street battles and horrific 


beheadings that are now 
common in Mexico, they 
are already taking action. 

Washington has stepped 
up its support, pledging to 
give Mexico helicopters, 
surveillance aircraft, in¬ 
spection equipment and 
police training under a 
$ 1.4-billion US plan to beat 
the cartels. reuters 


Armenia Calls for an early election 



Opposition supporters shout slogans during a rally in central Yerevan yesterday. At least 10,000 
anti-government protesters in Armenia yesterday demanded early elections to mark one year 
since deadly clashes between police and opposition activists in the former Soviet republic. 


News in brief 


MIDDLE EAST U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton arrived in 
the Middle East yesterday, 
delving into Israeli-Palestinian 
peacemaking for the first time 
at an international donors con¬ 


ference for Gaza. The United 
States is expected to pledge 
more than $900 million US. 

BIRD FLU Scientists in Hong 
Kong and the U.S. have devel¬ 


oped an experimental H5N1 
bird flu vaccine for people by 
piggybacking it on the well- 
tested and highly successful 
smallpox vaccine. 

REUTERS 
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Good manners matter 


Keeping up with the latest in proper recession etiquette 



- ven in these times 

of financial re- 

- straint, there are 

still some things 

_ we don’t have to 

do without. I don’t mean 
having fun or believing 
the reason corporate CEOs 
make millions a year is be¬ 
cause they know what 
they’re doing. That’s all 
over. What we still have, 
even when the world is go¬ 
ing to hell in a handbag — 
and definitely not a Prada 
— is the chance to behave 
like civilized human be¬ 
ings. 

Good manners matter. 


They’re what separate us 
from the animals. That, 
and being able to get cred¬ 
it cards. But keeping up 
on the newest recession 
etiquette can be a chal¬ 
lenge. How many of us 
lately have lain 
awake the 
night be¬ 
fore an im¬ 
portant din¬ 
ner party 
wondering, 

“Which fork do 
I provide for the 
Spam course?” or 
“Is it rude to use 
the phrase ‘dispos¬ 
able income?”’ 

Help is at hand. Here’s 
answers to your most com¬ 
monly asked recession-eti¬ 
quette questions: 

Dear Anne: I’m having 
dinner with a former wine 
snob who has fallen on 
hard times. What should I 
say? 



Answer: “ What interest¬ 
ing wine. 2008 was certain¬ 
ly an excellent year for 
grapes in Moosanee.” Or 
“It’s wonderful how you’re 
trying to conserve cork 
trees by buying wine 
in those big plastic 
jugs.” 

Dear Anne: 
I have a vaca¬ 
tion planned 
at an expensive 
hotel. Is there 
some way I can 
get out of tipping 
the maid? 

A: Sleep on the 
floor and shower in the 
lobby fountain. 

Dear Anne: My fiance 
thinks we should scale 
down the lavish wedding I 
planned before the econo¬ 
my tanked, but I say, “You 
only get married once ... 
or two or three times, 
tops.” Is there a way to 
throw a low-cost reception 


that will still have our 
guests talking? 

A: Pass out RFC snack 
packs in the church park¬ 
ing lot. Believe me, they’ll 
talk. 

Dear Anne: I’m starting 
my first job and the dress 
code is “no jeans.” I can’t 
afford new clothes. What 
should I do? 

A: This is your chance to 
be both creative and a 
stand out. Go through your 
closet and review what 
clothes fit this code. For in¬ 
stance, “no jeans” does not 
mean no leftover prom 
dress, wet suit or long un¬ 
derwear. 

Having good manners 
will help us weather this 
recession with elan. And, 
what’s even better? 
They’re absolutely free. 


Anne Hines is an author and humour writer. 
She has written three novels and one 
collection of nonfiction humour. 


Views 


Park and ride moving in right direction 


I’m not a big fan of park 
and ride, but creating car- 
pool spots at LRT lots is a 
step in the right direction. 

With a two-per-car mini¬ 
mum, honour-system en¬ 
forcement, and only 15 
spots, the pilot program is¬ 
n’t ambitious, but it’s still 
a good sign. 

Adding passengers to 
cars already LRT-bound re¬ 
duces driving and adds rid¬ 
ers without further clog¬ 
ging up parking lots. 

By contrast, adding addi¬ 
tional parking stalls is ex¬ 
pensive and projections 
from a Stantec report 
aren’t promising. 


Each new stall entices 
only 0.6 new riders — in 
emptier cars — meaning 
it’s not clear whether over¬ 
all driving is reduced at all. 

When the city was debat¬ 
ing a parlcade at Century 
Park, I calculated that if 
the charge was $14 per 
day, it would still take 40 
years to break even. 

Park and ride has its 
place, but that’s banking 
land in the outer suburbs. 
Parlcade spots, conversely, 
not only take up more 
room per person than 
apartments, but are ap¬ 
proaching them in price as 
well. 

At $50,000 per stall, 
spots would be worth 
more than the vehicles 
parked on them — but in¬ 
dications were that the city 
would continue to give 
them away for free. 

And there’s the rub. 
While buses and trains are 
increasingly expensive to 


Free parking isn’t 
free, and incentives 
for driving don’t 
belong in the 
transit budget. 

use and often run empty, 
transit’s parking is free 
and swamped before 8 
a.m. 

Of 2,480 stalls, 95 per 
cent are now full by 8 a.m. 
Transportation Depart¬ 
ment stats show that in 
2008, 450 more cars had to 
get there by 7 a.m. to se¬ 
cure a spot. 

I’d like to say that only 
Edmonton would saddle 
low-income riders with the 
costs to give drivers a free 
pass, but this madness is 
disappointingly common. 

Only a dollar a day 
would bring in close to $1 
million dollars every year. 
Selling this as a monthly 
pass would make enforce¬ 


ment easy and end the 
frustration of never being 
able to find a spot. 

Setting the price so park¬ 
ing lots remain busy would 
increase revenue for the 
same amount of parking 
and incentivize doubling 
up to increase ridership 
more than a few reserved 
spots ever will. 

A transit-friendly Ed¬ 
monton needs to pay at¬ 
tention to ways to get to 
transit stations that don’t 
encourage driving, like sta¬ 
tion-area housing, feeder 
buses, walking, biking, 
and even carpool parking. 

Free parking isn’t free, 
and incentives for driving 
don’t belong in the transit 
budget — that money 
should be for getting peo¬ 
ple on transit, not off it. 


Brian Gould is a transportation planner and 
has served in a variety of roles with the Transit 
Riders’ Union of Edmonton. He's committed to 
being car-less and is a vocal critic of auto-centric 
planning; edmontonletters@ metronews.ca. 
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Worth mentioning 


Success story with a twist 


health Cody was dying of 
lymphoma and would 
probably not have made it 
to his eighth birthday had 
his family not taken him 
to one of the only hospitals 
that offers the bone mar¬ 
row transplant he needed. 
Two weeks after being ad¬ 
mitted, Cody’s doctors say 
the procedure was a suc¬ 
cess. He is hopefully can¬ 
cer-free for the rest of his 
life. It’s a success story 
with a twist — Cody is a 
Golden Retriever. 

Dr. Steven Suter, an as¬ 
sistant professor of on¬ 
cology at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at 
North Carolina State 
University, took a well 
established protocol 
for humans and ap¬ 
plied it to dogs. 

Suter says lym¬ 
phoma is one of the 
most common can¬ 
cers in dogs and 
while 

chemotherapy 


will extend a dog’s life for 
a couple of years, in the 
end 98 per cent of patients 
succumb to the cancer. 

His answer: Cure the dog 
using the same methods 
that would be applied to a 
human with lymphoma. 

The procedure involves a 
leulcophoresis machine, a 
system designed to harvest 
stem cells from the pa¬ 
tient’s blood, in conjuction 
with a drug therapy that 
helps extract stem cells 
from bone marrow. 

A bone marrow trans¬ 
plant for a dog costs 
$15,000. 

Suter explains 
that the cost is 
high because the 
drugs and proto¬ 
cols used are the 
same as in hu¬ 
mans, but he 
argues that com¬ 
pared to other op¬ 
tions, it may well 
be the best one. 

REUTERS 




Metro Online Poll Results 


Will tougher laws be enough to 
reduce gang crime? 

Weigh in on today's question at metronews.ca 



It’s your turn to tell others what you think. Email your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 


METRO Edmonton 10123 - 99 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5J 3H1, Tel: 780-702-0592; Advertising: adinfoedmonton@metronews.ca; edmonton_distribution@metronews.ca; News: darren.krause@metronews.ca 
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Eco-friendly studio for Jimmy Fallon 

Jimmy Fallon is taking over for Conan O'Brien as Late Night host tonight — and his new studio digs are going to be as green as possible. “Everything 
is recycled," he recently told The New York Post. “We are building everything with recycled metals and using all green lighting." metro news services 


Going Green 


Cut down on junk mail 


Don’t just chuck that unwanted fax or junk mail into 
recycling bin. Remove yourself from the mailing list by con¬ 
tacting the company directly or calling the Canadian Market¬ 
ing Association (416-391-2362) and asking that your name be 
taken off their list. Also, put up a “No Junk Mail” notice on 
your mailbox. 


TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


EDITOR: MIKE.DEREZYCKY/S)METRONEWS.CA 


The cost of using road salt 


EarthTones 


Sophia Dore & 



ate winter is a dirty 
time of year in Cana¬ 
da. The snow is dirty, 
the roads are dirty 

_and winter coats, 

boots and especially cars 
have a white film on them 
from the road salt. 

We have used a lot of it 
this winter to keep us safe 
while driving and walking, 
however, eventually much 
of the salt we have been 
dumping on the roads and 
sidewalks will be washed in¬ 
to waterways. Other salt that 
is entrained in snowbanks 
will end up in soil by the 
sides of roads. 

Salt in surface water can 
cause toxic effects to spawn¬ 
ing or hatching fish, and 
can cause metals to become 
dissolved in water, which 
can have further toxic ef¬ 
fects. Drinking water quali¬ 
ty, whether from surface 
water or groundwater, can 
also be impacted. Salt 
washed into soil doesn’t go 
anywhere and accumulates 
year after year, destroying 
soil structure and causing 


o 



A front-end loader carries a load of salt to a waiting truck in Toronto. Our Earth Tones columnists 
say it's time to find alternatives to cheap rock salt during the winter. 


fewer plants to grow in this 
soil and erosion to increase. 

Salt by the side of roads 
lures animals to these “salt 
licks,” which increases the 
likelihood that these ani¬ 
mals will be hit by a car. 

Now don’t get us wrong, 
de-icing is necessary. A city 
can shut down for the odd 
severe snowstorm, but all 
activities cannot cease when 
we get a few centimetres of 
snow. There are, however, 
de-icing alternatives that 
should be considered for our 


roads. 

The most commonly used 
road salt is rock salt, or sodi¬ 
um chloride, which is also 
the chemical that forms 
table salt. Alternatives to 
sodium chloride include 
magnesium chloride and 
calcium magnesium acetate. 
Magnesium chloride could 
cause less vegetation dam¬ 
age and less solubilization of 
metals in water than sodium 
chloride. It works at lower 
temperatures than rock salt 
and is commonly used in 


combination with rock salt 
when it gets veiy cold. It is, 
however, about seven times 
more expensive than rock 
salt. 

Calcium magnesium ac¬ 
etate has much fewer toxic 
effects than rock salt and is, 
to some extent, biodegrad¬ 
able. The calcium and mag¬ 
nesium would remain in soil 
but the acetate would de¬ 
grade. Using this alternative 
would avoid toxicity caused 
by chloride ions. It could be 
spread in much the same 


way as rock salt although be¬ 
cause of its particle size, it 
may be more likely to blow 
around. It does, however, 
take longer to melt ice than 
rock salt does and is roughly 
20 times more expensive. 

Various de-icing tech¬ 
niques can also reduce salt 
use. Anti-icing, or the pre¬ 
emptive spreading of salt be¬ 
fore a snowfall, can result in 
the requirement for less salt 
per unit of road surface. Pre¬ 
wetting the salt, i.e., spray¬ 
ing on the roads as a solu¬ 
tion rather than as a powder 
also results in the use of less 
salt. Sanding is another op¬ 
tion, although it comes with 
its own set of environmental 
issues, and probably can’t be 
used as the sole de-icer with¬ 
out a severe impact to the 
way we travel in the winter. 

When it comes to keeping 
our roads safe in the winter 
without doing further harm 
to the environment the 
truth must be faced. We are 
going to need to pay more 
for de-icing. The use of 
cheap rock salt is going to 
have to be drastically re¬ 
duced and one or more of 
these more expensive alter¬ 
natives is going to have to be 
phased in. 

We cannot keep trading 
short-term cost for long¬ 
term cost. 


Sophia Dore is an environmental scientist 
with Conestoga-Rovers & Associates. 
Andrew Laursen is an assistant professor 
at Ryerson University. 


Last chance to avoid fatal warming, EU warns 


The world faces a final op¬ 
portunity to agree on an ad¬ 
equate global response to 
climate change at a UN-led 
meeting in Copenhagen in 


December, the European 
Union’s environment chief 
said Friday. 

World leaders from about 
190 countries meet in 


Copenhagen in December 
to tiy to agree on a global 
framework to replace the 
Kyoto Protocol on fighting 
global warming, which ex¬ 


pires in 2012. 

“It is now 12 years since 
Kyoto was created. This 
makes Copenhagen the 
world’s last chance to stop 


climate change before it 
passes the point of no re¬ 
turn,” EU environment 
commissioner Stavros Di¬ 
mas said Friday. reuters 



Taking a bus can 
reduce pollutants 

TRANSPORTATION If yOU 

drive to work, try riding 
the bus once this week. 

A single bus takes 40 ve¬ 
hicles off the road during 
rush hour, saves 70,000 
litres of fuel and reduces 
air pollutants by nine 
tonnes a year. 

Carpooling is another 
environmentally-friendly 
option. Find a carpooling 
partner and make a new 
friend. For more informa¬ 
tion, see www.carpooltool. 
com/en/my/ 

DAVID SUZUKI FOUNDATION 


News in brief 


EMISSIONS The United States 
should take the lead in reduc¬ 
ing carbon emissions to be able 
to enlist China in the global 
campaign to curb global warm¬ 
ing, an expert told an annual 
USDA conference Friday. The 
U.S. and China, the world's top 
two emitters of greenhouse 
gases stoking global warming, 
have often been icy rivals over 
trade and security. 

WATER Institutional investors 
are urging companies to meas¬ 
ure, disclose and reduce their 
use of water to reduce long¬ 
term financial risks as supplies 
dry up from overuse and as 
higher temperatures melt gla¬ 
ciers away. “Companies need to 
be analyzing their water risk... 
and to find ways to conserve 
water and minimize the oppor¬ 
tunities for literally having their 
business shut down," said 
Mindy Lubber, the president of 
Ceres, a Boston-based coalition 
of investors. reuters 
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El delays will only get worse, group warns 

Wait times for processing employment insurance claims are already at the crisis point, says 
the Public Service Alliance of Canada, and are only expected to get worse, cbc news online 
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Rate cuts near end? 

Most dealers expect half-point reduction 


The Bank of Canada looks 
set to deliver a hefty half¬ 
point interest rate cut to¬ 
morrow that should boost 
the loonie and bonds, but 
it may also signal its 15- 
month rate-cutting 
campaign is near an end. 

The rate reduction is 
seen as a slam dunk by 
markets, with two-thirds 
of primary securities deal¬ 
ers forecasting a half-point 
easing that would take the 
interest rate to a record 
low of 0.5 per cent. 


“The bank... (does¬ 
n’t) seem to be 
drinking the same 
pessimistic Kool- 
Aid that everybody 
else is drinking." 
Doug Porter, 

BMO Capital Markets 

Regardless of the size of 
the cut, most dealers see it 
as the final rate change by 
the bank in 2009. 


“The bank in their state¬ 
ments and comments has 
not seemed overly geared 
to cut further and don’t 
seem to be drinking the 
same pessimistic Kool-Aid 
that everybody else is 
drinking at this point,” 
said Doug Porter, deputy 
chief economist at BMO 
Capital Markets. 

But given governor Mark 
Carney’s propensity to sur¬ 
prise, forecasters are quite 
prepared to be wrong. 

REUTERS 


New Metro newspaper 
launches in Moscow 


media Today, Metro Inter¬ 
national launches a new 
paper in Moscow, one of 
the most ex- 
citing cities 
in the 

world. 

The new- 
loolc paper 
will cover 
the best of 
what 

Moscow has 
to offer, 
from the lat¬ 
est local 
news and 
politics, to 
the hottest 
sporting tal¬ 
ent, travel 
destinations and reports 
from the front line of the 
Russian capital’s fashion 
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Front page of today’s Metro 
Moscow newspaper. 

scene. It will also publish 
international news stories 
from Metro International. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


EU, Asian 
leaders reject 
protectionism 

global crisis European and 
Southeast Asian leaders 
yesterday rejected protec¬ 
tionism to safeguard their 
national interests against a 
global financial crisis, 
spelling out their blocs’ 
commitments to co-ordi¬ 
nate policies. 

The EU pledge came at a 
summit intended to bridge 
differences over how to 
fight the recession. 

The Association of South 
East Asian Nations (AS¬ 
EAN), holding a summit 
on the same day, endorsed 
fiscal stimulus, monetary 
easing, access to credit and 
trade financing, and meas¬ 
ures to stimulate domestic 
demand. 

REUTERS 


• More than 
nine million 
people use 
the subway in 
Moscow every 
day, one of 
the highest in 
the world. 

• Moscow is 
Europe's 
largest city, 
with a popula¬ 
tion exceed¬ 
ing 15 million. 


Russia Going soft on recession? 



Women stand along a road as they sell giant soft toys, 120 kilo¬ 
metres east of Moscow yesterday. Unrest across Russia over eco¬ 
nomic upheaval has been muted, with the biggest protests so 
far taking place in the far east port of Vladivostok, where hund¬ 
reds were arrested in January in demonstrations over car tax. 


Reprieve for GM, 
Chrysler: Report 

automotive Canada’s 
industry minister said the 
government is willing to 
negotiate an aid deal with 
General Motors Corp. and 
Chrysler past an end-of- 
March deadline, according 
to a media report. 

The article, citing an in¬ 
terview with Industry Min¬ 
ister Tony Clement Friday, 
said the Canadian govern¬ 
ment has also looked at 
“Plan B” scenarios in the 
event one of the 
companies goes bankrupt. 

It reported that Clement 
said there are signals the 
administration of U.S. 
President Barack Obama is 
willing to extend a March 
31 deadline by which GM 
and Chrysler have to sub¬ 
mit reports to the trea¬ 
sury. REUTERS 


The Comwave Guarantee 


No Matter Where you Call 
No Matter What you Pay 
Comwave will Beat it... 
Guaranteed! 
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Even if you are paying less, 


we'll beat it...GUARANTEED! 
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Unlimited 

Calling To Anywhere In 

Canada /month 

You can even call from your CELL PHONE! 



CALL NOW AND GET 




• Unlimited Local Calling 

PLUS 

• Caller ID Block 
•Comwave 911 

• Free Comwave to Com¬ 
wave calls worldwide! 


12 FREE FEATURES 
INCLUDING 

Caller ID, Call Forwarding, 
Voice Mail, Call Waiting 
... and much more 


UNLIMITED 
Calling to Canada 

PLUS 

• 12 Free Features Including: 
Caller ID, Call Forwarding, 
Voice Mail, Call Waiting 

... and much more 


UNLIMITED 
Calling to Canada 
and U.S.A. 

PLUS 

12 Free Features Including: 
Caller ID , Call Forwarding, 
Voice Mail, Call Waiting 

... and much more 


1 MONTH FREE! 


Home Phone Lines 


comwave 

Basic 


$9 


.95 

/month 


!,• comwave 

Enhanced 

$ 14-95 

| /month 


y comwave 

Unlimited Canada 

$1 095 

/month 


comwave 

One-Rate 

.95 

/month 


529 


Call Long Distance Even From Your Cell Phone 


V' No need to cancel your service provider. 
^ $10 Free Long Distance for every friend 
V" Mo Contracts 


,,'*.••780-665-1 818 

y comwave* comwave.ca 

Homfe Phone Lines: * VoIP 911 has certain limitations versus traditional 911. The rate of S14.9S is based on a 2 year term.' The option to keep your existing phone number may not be 
available in all areas. Long Distance: Comwave guarantees to match or beat your rate today and forever. Rate Guarantee is based on competitors' lowest advertised rate or written quote 
for like services. Terms and conditions apply. Please see www.comwave.ca for full details. Calls to overseas mobile phones may be billed at a higher rate. The $25 coupon will be mailed 
and must be returned for credit to be applied to account. 1 year term required. 3 Credit for monthly fee will be applied to third month's invoice. Unlimited Canada does not include calls to 
the Yukon and N.W.T. Based on Home Phone Enhanced plan and $ 17 monthly long distance as compared to Rogers Home Phone™ line and Rogers All World™ Long Distance Plan and Bell 
Basic Home Phone Line Plus Simple Connections™ Flexibility 6 Package and International Long Distance Extra. At Feb. 9/07, based on 246 minutes. Terms and conditions apply. 
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Strike averted at Sunoco refineries 

A strike by more than 1,000 workers was temporarily averted at Sunoco Inc/s two refineries in Pennsylvania yesterday 
as the United Steelworkers union and the company extended talks for a new contract, the union said. Reuters 


EARN 


The Profitable Power of Land 


EARN 


416.921.2830 

1.888.671.9934 


5% 

6 month term 

Hyundai to invest $ 75 B in '09 


SYNDICATIONS < 


. 12 . 5 % 


12 month term 


Women better with money: Survey 


Big spenders 


autos South Korea’s 
Hyundai Motor Group 
plans to invest nearly $7.5 
billion this year, and will 
focus on developing envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly cars 
as it eyes longer-term 
growth beyond the current 
crisis. 

Hyundai Motor Group, 
which runs Hyundai Motor 
Co. and Kia Motors Corp. 
under its wing, said it 
would invest about 9 tril¬ 
lion won this year, similar 


to its spending last year. 

Of the planned invest¬ 
ment in 2009, 6 trillion 
won would be spent on fa¬ 
cilities with the remaining 
3 trillion won earmarked 
for research and develop¬ 
ment, Hyundai said. 

Hyundai is considered 
better positioned than its 
Japanese and U.S. rivals to 
weather the recession 
thanks to the weaker won 
currency and a lineup of 
cheaper cars. reuters 


When it comes to money, 
women really are more re¬ 
sponsible than men, with 
an international survey 
finding that they are less 
likely to get into debt and 
tend to strive harder to be¬ 
come financially 
independent. 

The global Reuters Syno- 
vate survey polled some 
4,500 women in 12 coun¬ 
tries about money matters. 
An equal number of men 
were also asked several 
questions related to fi¬ 
nances. 

The survey showed that 
just over half of respon- 


« Nearly half the women sur¬ 
veyed conceded that they 
were bigger spenders than 

dents of both genders said 
women are more responsi¬ 
ble with money than men, 
with the highest level of 
agreement found in Mexi¬ 
co, where 72 per cent of 
people believed women 
were better at handling fi¬ 
nances. 

And though more than 
40 per cent of women use 
part of their monthly in- 


their male counterparts, with 
nearly 60 per cent of men 
agreeing. 

come to pay off credit 
cards, some 70 per cent of 
female respondents also 
said that having more than 
one credit card could lead 
to financial debt, revealing 
women’s higher aware¬ 
ness. 

More women believed in 
their financial ability than 
men, with 61 per cent say¬ 
ing they were more re¬ 


sponsible, while only 40 
per cent of men agreed. 

Synovate’s senior vice- 
president of financial serv¬ 
ices in the United States, 
Claire Bateman, said the 
survey’s findings could 
help financial companies 
understand women’s 
needs, as they tend to live 
longer than men, and typi¬ 
cally have less money on 
retiring. 

Women who pool their 
finances with a spouse or a 
partner are also likely to 
suffer more if the relation¬ 
ship ends. 

REUTERS 


AIG, U.S. government close to deal 


Russia Muted unrest over economy 


negotiations American In¬ 
ternational Group Inc. is 
close to a deal with the U.S. 
government that would 
ease the terms of its 
bailout, provide a further 
equity commitment and 
help it pay down debt, a 
source said Saturday. 

The board of the trou¬ 
bled insurer was due to 
meet yesterday to vote on 
the deal, which could be 
announced when AIG re- 


Bad news coming 

• The new deal would 
come as the insurer strug¬ 
gles to sell assets amid the 
financial crisis and pre¬ 
pares to post the largest 
quarterly loss in corporate 
history today. 

ports its quarterly results 
today, the source said. 

The revised agreement is 


expected to include an ex¬ 
tra $ 30-billion US equity 
commitment from the gov¬ 
ernment, more lenient 
terms on an existing pre¬ 
ferred investment and a 
lower interest rate on an 
existing $60-billion govern¬ 
ment credit line. 

The new equity commit¬ 
ment would let AIG issue 
preferred stock to the gov¬ 
ernment at a later date, 
the source said. reuters 



Car Insurance Rates Are Increasing - 
Are YOU Prepared To Pay More? 


The average rates in Ontario for car insurance are set to increase in 2009, 
with some insurance companies getting the approval to increase their rates 
by over 10%. Are you prepared to pay more? 

Given the economic slowdown, how can you ensure that you are not overpaying for car insurance and 
getting the lowest rate possible for your driving profile? 

How To Reduce Your Car Insurance Costs? 

First and foremost, the best and easiest way to lower the cost of your car insurance is to shop around. 

The rates charged by different insurance companies to insure the same driver, with the same car, for 
the same coverage, can vary by hundreds and even thousands of dollars. So it pays to shop around. 
Take a look at the table below. 

BUT, where do you start? This is where lnsuranceHotline.com can help. lnsuranceHotline.com is 
an independent rate comparison engine that gets quotes from over 30 of the top car insurance 
companies in Canada, presents you with the lowest 3, and then matches you up with a broker or agent 
that can set up your policy. The service is Fast, Safe and FREE. So if you are keen to save big 
on car insurance, why not give lnsuranceHotline.com a try? 


RATE COMPARISON 

Driving Record 

Lowest Price 

Highest Price 

Price Difference 

Clean Record 

$958 

$2,213 

$1,255 

1 Ticket 

$1,018 

$2,552 

$1,534 

1 Accident 

$1,849 

$3,753 

$1,904 


For the 3 lowest rates from over 30 major 
insurance companies, go online to lnsuranceHotline.com 




Women stand along a road as they sell giant soft toys, 120 kilometres east of Moscow yesterday. 
Unrest across Russia over economic upheaval has been muted, with the biggest protests so far 
taking place in the Far East port of Vladivostok, where hundreds were arrested in January demon¬ 
strations over a car tax. 


EU leaders consider faster euro membership 


summit European Union 
leaders rejected a mass 
bailout of central and east¬ 
ern European countries 
yesterday, but held out the 
prospect of bringing them 
faster under the protection 
of the euro zone. 

At a summit called to 


bridge differences over 
how to handle the global 
economic crisis, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said there could be no 
change to EU treaty rules 
requiring would-be euro 
members to get their 
economies into shape for 


the single currency zone, 
but indicated the process 
could be accelerated. 

Hungaiy, Poland, Bulgar¬ 
ia, Romania, the Czech Re¬ 
public and the three Baltic 
states are all would-be euro 
zone members. 

REUTERS 



SERVICE DIRECTORY 

TO ADVERTISE CALL 780.702.0592 


ai 


FINANCIAL 


SPIRITUAL HEALER AND LOVE SPECIALIST 



ADVICE & SOLUTIONS 
TO ALL PROBLEMS 


LUCK * LOVE * MONEY * FAMILY * HEALTH 

CAN REMOVE ANY SORROW 
YOUR HEART HAS FELT L- 


. 


FULL LIFE READING $ 25 


CALL FOR 

1 FREE 

QUESTION 

780 . 729.5551 



$500$ 

loan service 


by phone, no credit 
refused, quick and easy, 
payable over 
3, 6, or 12 installments. 


Call toll free: 


1 - 877 - 776-1660 


PLAY FREE 

online games daily. 

metr©news.ca 


In brief 


TAXES Denmark’s government 
reached a deal with parliament 
backers for a 28.5 billion Dan¬ 
ish crown ($6.17 billion) 
income tax cut yesterday in the 
latest attempt to boost 
economic growth. reuters 



NUTRILAWN 

Ecology Friendly Lawn Care 

In Edmonton, A Division of GreenLawn 


OUTBOUND TELEPHONE AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SALES REPS 


Hourly Wage: $15.75+ 

Fax your resume to 
780-436-0474 or Email: 
careers@nutrilawnedmonton.ca 
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Patriots put faith in Brady’s recovery, trade Cassel 

Kansas City and New England finalized a major NFL trade on Saturday, a deal that will send quarterback Matt Cassel 
and linebacker Mike Vrabel to the Chiefs in exchange for a second-round pick in April's draft, metro news services 
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All eyes on Moreau’s condition 


T he initial reports 
about the extent 
of Ethan Moreau’s 
eye injury aren’t 
good, and the 
severity was obvious when 
the Edmonton Oilers cap¬ 
tain stayed down on the 
ice after being hit by the 
stick of Antti Miettinen in 
Saturday’s 3-2 win over the 
Minnesota Wild. 

Anybody who followed 
Moreau’s career in Edmon¬ 
ton silks has seen him get 
up off the ice spitting 
blood and teeth. We’ve 
seen him skate to the 
bench with a dislocated 
right shoulder and a bro¬ 
ken leg. Saturday, he 
stayed down after Mietti¬ 
nen lost his balance and 
struck Moreau in the right 
eye with his stick. 

“We don’t have much 
further to say about Ethan 


other than he has gone to 
the hospital and it looks 
pretty serious,” coach 
Craig MacTavish said after 
the game. “He went under 
his own steam. It looks 
like the stick gave him a 
gash on the socket. Accord¬ 
ing to the doctors you 
could see where it raked 
across the eye.” 

If there’s good news, it’s 
that Moreau was released 
from hospital yesterday 
without surgery being re¬ 
quired. Doctors will moni¬ 
tor the situation and assess 
damage to the eye over the 
course of the next week. 
It’s unlikely we’ll have a 
firm diagnosis before the 
team leaves for a four- 
game road trip today. 

BUY OR SELL? 

If the Oilers make a deal 
before Wednesday’s trade 


Capita ISports 


Robin 

Brownlee 

E3 




deadline, it’ll be for help 
on the left wing. Already 
looking to bolster scoring 
from the left side, where 
Dustin Penner and Robert 
Nilsson have been disap¬ 
pointments, the void got 
bigger with the loss of 
Moreau. 

While I suspect the Oil¬ 
ers will be buyers, the chal¬ 
lenge for GM Steve Tam- 
bellini is to fill that need 
without creating another 
hole in the lineup. As 
much as he’s struggled, 


does Tambellini trade Erik 
Cole, which leaves only 
Fernando Pisani and Zaclc 
Stortini on the right side, 
or keep him for the stretch 
drive and risk losing him 
for nothing as a UFA? 

JAGR AVAILABLE? 

The latest talk in the Oil¬ 
ers ongoing pursuit of 
Jaromir Jagr is that Jagr 
could be free to sign with 
any NHL team after July 1 
because his Russian League 
team, Omsk, is rumoured 
to be having financial diffi¬ 
culties and is considering 
voiding his contract. In 
that situation, Jagr would 
become a free agent. 

WHILE I'M AT IT 

If Cole is moved, I still 
think his likeliest destina¬ 
tion is Carolina, but if the 
Oilers want Tuomo Ruutu, 


they will have to sweeten 
the offer with somebody 
like Nilsson or Marc 
Pouliot ... Olli Jolcinen is on 
his way out of Phoenix and 
the Oilers are one of many 
teams who have inquired 
about him ... While Cole is 
Tambellini’s likeliest bar¬ 
gaining chip, he won’t be 
the biggest if the decision 
is made to move Denis 
Grebeshlcov or Tom Gilbert 
for scoring help ... The Oil¬ 
ers are in Ottawa on trade 
deadline day, so a move to 
acquire Senators’ defence- 
man Christoph Schubert 
would be as easy as lugging 
his equipment down the 
hall between dressing 
rooms at Scotiabanlc Place. 


In a decade covering the Edmonton sports 
scene, Robin Brownlee has been the 
news-breaker and insightful voice for 
sports fans in Oil Country. 


Jones defends 
title at Scotties 

curling Jennifer Jones has 
successfully defended her 
Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts Canadian women’s 
curling crown. The 
Winnipeg skip, who is also 
the reigning world champi¬ 
on, downed British Colum¬ 
bia’s Marla Mallett 8-5 last 
night in the Scotties final in 
Victoria, B.C. Jones, who 
needed to win a tiebreaker 
just to get into the playoffs, 
turned the tide in the 
seventh end, stealing two to 
grab a 7-4 lead. Mallett, who 
cruised into the final after 
winning the round robin 
with an 8-3 record, never re¬ 
covered. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Sports in brief 


NFL Detroit Lion Corey Smith 
and Oakland Raider Marquis 
Cooper were among four miss¬ 
ing boaters off the coast of 
Florida, the U.S. Coast Guard 

Said. METRO NEWSSERVICES 



i’m lovin’ it® 


McDonald’s® 
is Proud 
to Sponsor 
Promoters of 
the Week 



CONGRATULATIONS 


Each Promoter will 
receive a McDonald’s 
gift certificate 



Do it daily. 


OPEN HOUSE 



THURSDAY, MARCH 5TH SATURDAY, MARCH 7TH 

1 pm to 8 pm 10 am to 3 pm 


Students like you are transforming their ideas into compelling 2D and 3D designs with 
the latest Autodesk technology, technology used by professional designers around the world. 
Learn how students are using tools like AutoCAD, Revit Architecture, Autodesk Inventor Professional, 
Revit Structure, and 3ds Max Design - and how you can get started using them too. 

Classes starting soon! 

• Architectural CAD Technician • AutoCAD 

• Engineering CAD Technician • Revit Architecture 

• Process Piping Design • Inventor 

• Computer Aided Drafter • and More! 

• AutoCAD Operator 

Financial Assistance may be available to those who qualify! 


www.digitalschool.ca 



School 


computer aided design training 


#305,10205-101 Street, Edmonton City Centre East 
Phone (780) 414-0200 
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Metro Workology exclusive: Matters of the Heart 

Don't miss Matters of the Heart, Metro's exclusive feature series in the Workology section. There are jobs to be had that focus on falling in love, falling out of love and 
everything in between; we will be digging up the stories for you, so check for Workology on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and Metronews.ca/work as well. 


Workology 



Podcasts up grades? 


New research from the State University of New 
York in Fredonia concluded that students who 
download a podcast lecture earn substantially 
higher test results than those who attend a large 
lecture in person. 


METRO NEWS SERVICES 


EDITOR: DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^METRONEWS.CA 


Reviving that loving feeling 





Matters of 
the Heart 


Girls’ Junior High Program 


Nellie McClunq 


Information Evenings • 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 


Tuesday, March 3 

Oliver School 
10227-118 Street 
Telephone: 780.488.1221 


Wednesday, March 4 

Bannerman School 
14112-23 Street 
Telephone: 780.478.7706 


Tuesday, March 10 

Avonmore School 
7835-76 Avenue 
Telephone: 780.466.2976 


EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Bright futures v 

begin here 


http://nelliemcclung.epsb.ca 


Teamwork 


Edmonton Public Schools’ Nellie McClung Girls’Junior High Program has 
been a District program of choice since 1995. We are a well established program 
which has consistently demonstrated a history of outstanding academic results. 

In addition to emphasizing academic excellence with a focus on math and science, 
our goal is for young women attending the program to become successful, healthy 
contributing members of society Our program is ideal for those Grade 6 girls 
who are self-motivated and independent learners with strong work habits. 

Visit one of our information evenings in March to learn more. 


Independence 
Unique Learning 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 


Bedroom boredom 
breaks up a lot of 
couples, but regaining 
that loving feeling can re¬ 
vitalize your entire 
relationship. 

The touring trade show 
Everything To Do With 
Sex, which recently fin¬ 
ished a London, Ont., 
Toronto, Halifax and Mon¬ 
treal circuit, is teeming 
with ideas on how to 
re spark a cold fire. 

Rachel Dodds, owner of 
Sexy Girl Inc., often gets 
couples coming to her for 
advice on rediscovering 


the lost magic of intima¬ 
cy. 

“This secret is to do 
something different 
enough that requires 
communication, a new 
level of trust and discom¬ 
fort,” Dodds says. Her 
home-party business has 
plenty of tricks and tools 
for doing that. 

Speaking amid the din 
of dungeon whips and 
strip teases at the Halifax 
show, Dodds says at the 
start of a relationship, 
everything has the scintil¬ 
lating edge of newness. 
You don’t know your part¬ 
ner intimately, you don’t 
know what they’re going 
to do, and they don’t know 
what you’re going to do. 

“Make it uncomfortable 
again: It forces you to de¬ 
velop trust levels and talk 


Future shows? 

• Check out Every- 
thingtodowithsex.com for 
details on future shows. 

the unknown, as you 
can’t see what’s about to 
happen. It also distracts 
you from any body insecu¬ 
rities you have. 

In light bondage, furry 
handcuffs take away the 
use of your hands, mak¬ 
ing you vulnerable. Try 
out a few new positions, 
and you’ll be like 
teenagers again. 

The sea of heads at the 
sex show is largely grey, 
and Dodds says that’s 
great for older and 
younger couples. 

“We find that women 
49 and up are very inter¬ 
ested in this. 

“They have a lot more 
experience than all of us 
here running the booths,” 
she explains. 


For more Matters of the 
Heart exclusive series check 
the Workology section 
Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays or stop by 
Metronews.ca/work 


Critical Thinking 
Leadership 


The key to reigniting the flame in a aging relationship is to make things uncomfortable again; fur¬ 
ry handcuffs are a good start, says Rachel Dodds, owner of Sexy Girl Inc. 


Empowerment 


involving a lonely man 
and a cantaloupe, says you 
will find emotions and de¬ 
sire you never knew you 
had. “You’ll be like, wow, I 
didn’t even know I wanted 
to do that!” 

Start with a blindfold. 
Denied sight, your focus 
turns to your other senses. 

“It really helps clear 
your mind and focus on 
the sensations you’re feel¬ 
ing,” Dodds says. It re-in¬ 
troduces the mystery of 


about things, and really Dodds, who was once 
get to know each other to fired from a newspaper 
take it to the next level.” column for a suggestion 


Academics 

Citizenship 




wmm. 

THURS, MAR 5™ 

6 - 9pm 

SAT, MARCH 7 th 

10am - 2pm 


/ Small Class Sizes 
/ Athletics 
.Z Choir 

/ Dramatic Arts 
/ Tradition 

/ Accredited Programs 
/ Dorms on Campus 
/ Faith Focused Learning 
/ University Preparation 
/ Financial aid available 


73 St. & 112 Ave. (7128 Ada Blvd.) Edmonton, AB 
780.479.9390 | concordiahighschool.com 
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Dalhousie open Biomolecular Magnetic Resonance Facility 

Dalhousie University unveiled its new Biomolecular Magnetic Resonance Facility at the National Research Council Institute for Marine 
Biosciences. The $ 4 -million facility boasts the world's most sensitive MRI machine, metro news services 


workologyll 


From gut feelings to a career 



Y ears ago, when 
Lynda Doyle was 
young and had re¬ 
cently learned to 
drive, she came to 
a red light that just would 
not change. It was late and 
there was no one around. 
She was tempted to drive 
through, but a gut feeling 
told her to wait. 

Suddenly, a car came fly¬ 
ing through the intersec¬ 


tion. If she’d ignored the 
light, it would have hit 
her. When the light did 
change, she followed her 
instincts again and 
turned. A few minutes lat¬ 
er, she came across an ac¬ 
cident caused by the car, 
and was able to help by 
calling the police and am¬ 
bulance. 

“I’ve always been able to 
trust my sixth sense; my 
gut feeling, I was raised 
that way,” says Doyle, 
who’s now 51. 

The London, Ont., native 
was partially raised by her 
grandmother, who was 
considered a seer, and 
taught Doyle all she knew. 
But Doyle kept her gift 
from friends, and had no 


plans to make it part of 
her career. 

She became a nurse, 
which she loved, but vi¬ 
sions of her patients’ fu¬ 
tures sometimes barged 
into her mind. She pushed 
them aside. She got mar¬ 
ried and had a daughter, 
worked as a funeral direc¬ 
tor and then went back to 
school to study sociology 
and criminology. 

Gradually, she allowed 
her intuition to come back 
into her life. She contin¬ 
ued studying — she did a 
masters in women’s stud¬ 
ies and spirituality and 
then a PhD in metaphysics 
— and starting doing spiri¬ 
tual counselling part time. 

Now, 30 years later, 



Lynda Doyle knew from a young age that she had a sixth sense for things. 


The Lowdown 


Job title: Psyc hi c/s pi rit u a li st 
Salary: $65 to $85 a session 
Education/training: Mentor¬ 
ing from another seer 
Best part of the job: “When 
you look at a person's face 
and know they have some 
hope, that you've touched 
them in some way.'' 

Worst part of the job: “The sad 
stories. It's a huge responsibil¬ 
ity. Many times people don't 
admit they have a problem.'' 


ADVENTURE! 


Teach English Overseas 



TESOL Certified in 5-Days 
In-Class or Online NO DEGREE REQUIRED! 

1 -888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar Every Tuesday @ 7pm 
Job Guaranteed 

10037B-82 Ave. 


she’s an ordained spiritu¬ 
alist, Reiki master and 
medium. She speaks to 
large groups, runs courses 
(one’s called Psychic 101), 
and does private sessions 
either face-to-face, on the 
phone or via web cam. 

Before a private session, 
Doyle takes 15 minutes to 
meditate; completely 
clearing her mind and fo¬ 
cusing on her client. 

In the session, she’ll use 
tarot cards or a tool called 


an angel rod, if the clients 
wants, but she prefers just 
holding the person’s hand 
and tapping into his or her 
energy. She starts talking 
about the person’s health, 
then work, education, fi¬ 
nances and personal life. If 
a client wants a reading on 
someone who’s alive or 
dead, all Doyle needs is a 
picture and the person’s 
birthday. 

While Doyle loves her 
work and her clients — 


some of whom have been 
seeing her for three 
decades — it’s not easy to 
get glimpses into what’s 
really going on and the fu¬ 
ture. As a result, she 
avoids watching the news 
and has to cleanse her 
mind after a reading. 

“It doesn’t stop on a 
dime.” 


Diane Peters once hawked magic pens at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. She’s now a 
writer and part-time journalism instructor. 



m 


COLLEGE 


Your career in the 
printing industry starts here! 

• Digital Graphics Communications Diploma 

Look around - printed materials are everywhere Call 780-644-6000 

Learn print media technologies, operate state-of-the-art equipment and Your QlIGStfor 

successfully work at any stage of the print process. a Career starts here. 
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Sidekick in serious condition 

Ed McMahon has been hospitalized with pneumonia for nearly a month and is in serious condition. “He's getting great care and he's 
a fighter," Howard Bragman, a longtime friend to the 85-year-old Tonight Show announcer, told TVGuide.com. tvguide.com 


Entertainment 



New direction 

Drew Barrymore is apparently in 
the lineup of potential directors 
for the third instalment of 
Stephenie Meyers' teen-blood- 
lust-romance series, Eclipse. 

EMPIREONLINE.COM 


EDITOR: DEAN.LISKlK) METRONEWS.CA 


Box office 


I Madea Goes to Jail: 

$16.5 million US 

2 Jonas Brothers: The 3-D 
Concert Experience: 

$12.7 million 


3 Slumdog Millionaire: 

i 


$12.2 million 


4 Taken: 

$10 million 

5 He's Just Not That Into 

You: $5-9 million 

6 Paul Blart: Mall Cop: 

$5.6 million 

7 Cora line: 

$53 million 

8 Street Fighter: 

$4-7 million 

9 Confessions of a 

Shopaholic: $4-5 million 


Fired Up: 

$3.8 million 


REUTERS 


A graphic saga 

Director brings Watchmen to the big screen 



Director Zack Snyder, left, gives instructions to actor Robert 
Wisden, who plays Richard Nixon, in Watchmen. 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


Zack Snyder is no stranger 
to controversy. The slick, 
visionary director wet his 
beak in the medium of 
music videos before 
raising universal horror 
geek ire when he chose, as 
his first feature, a remake 
of the epic cult classic zom¬ 
bie film Dawn of the Dead. 

But he emerged from 
that experience relatively 
unscathed — with his 
fresh, breathlessly-paced 
thriller being embraced by 
both mainstream critics 
and hardcore genre buffs 
alike. 

Now, after tackling 
graphic novel greatness 


with the thundering 300, 
Snyder is poised to unleash 
his most high stakes and 
potentially controversial 
effort yet: A gigantic — 
and mostly faithful — ren¬ 
dering of Alan Moore’s cel¬ 
ebrated anti-superhero al¬ 
legory The Watchmen. 

Opening Friday, it’s a 
picture that at first ap¬ 
pears to be another comic 
book film but is, in reality, 
light years removed from 
Spider-Man. 

“I didn’t want to make a 
PG-13 version of a super¬ 
hero movie,” says Snyder, 
“I wanted it to go all the 
way with violence, sex and 
fight scenes, in the oppo¬ 
site way than X Men or 
Fantastic Four would go. 

“This is a hard movie on 


every level, without ques¬ 
tion, and people who go in 
to the theatre expecting a 
film like X-Men are going 
to get punched in the 
face.” 

For more than 20 years, 
filmmakers of every per¬ 
suasion have attempted to 
bring Moore’s layered, 
complex and relentlessly 
nihilistic story of faded 
costume heroes and their 
varying levels of psychosis 
to the screen. But Snyder 
has used Moore’s revered 
source material to fully ex¬ 
pand his developing sense 
of visual-based cinema, 
sculpting some of the most 
dynamic and potent im¬ 
agery ever committed to 
pulp fiction filmmaking in 
the process. 


“I love tone and self-re- 
flection,” Snyder says 
about his creative lean¬ 
ings. “That’s what I’m all 
about. Paul Verhoeven’s 
Robocop is one of my fa¬ 
vorite movies because you 
can either interpret it as a 


movie about a robot police¬ 
man who kicks ass or as an 
anti-technology film about 
man losing touch with his 
place in the universe. 

“So it’s that kind of duel 
dynamic that I hope I’ve 
achieved with Watchmen.” 



LEARII TO BE IRJS]=J 

St. Patrick's Day • Tuesday, March 17th • Moxie's Lounge • Adults Only 

Visit LearnToBelrish.com for your chance to win a trip to Ireland. 


170th Street • 780 484 2040 
Calgary Trail • 780 430 4701 


Kingsway Garden Mall • 780 944 0232 
South Edmonton Common • 780 468 3098 


St. Albert Trail-780 488 8492 
West Edmonton Mall • 780 484 6669 


MOXIE'S 
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Alexis the intern 

Alexis Bledel is set to guest-star on the two-hour series finale of ER. Bledel, who starred in the Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants movies and 
played daughter Rory for seven seasons on TV cult favorite Gilmore Girls, will scrub in as new intern Dr. Julia Wise, metro news services 



entertainment 13 


Fighter lacking in fun 



Some feel Bono's charity work colours U 2 's music and image. 


New U2 album soars with critics 



Kristin Kreuk, left, plays a character bent on avenging her kidnapped father. 


Street Fighter: The 

Legend of Chun-Li 


Director: Andrzej Barkowiak 
Stars: Kristin Kreuk, Chris Klein, 
Neil McDonough _ 

Classification: 14A _ 

Rating: @ 


IAN GORMELY 

for Metro Canada 


Twenty years ago when a 
big blockbuster movie 
came out, they made half- 
baked video game adapta¬ 
tions to promote its 
release. 

Oh how the tables have 
turned. These days half- 
baked films are spat out to 
promote the games — 
Street Fighter: The Legend 
of Chun-Li, which was con¬ 
veniently released a week 
after the unveiling of the 
latest instalment of the 
one-on-one fighting game 
series. 

The Legend of Chun-Li is 
the second film spun off 
from these games, though 
it has nothing to do with 
the 1994 Van Damme fias¬ 
co. As the title suggests it 




provides a back story for 
the game’s long running 
female character (the one 
that does the spinning hel¬ 
icopter kick) dropping her 
into a typical martial arts 
revenge flick painfully un¬ 
aware of its convoluted 
and cliched plot. 

As a young girl, Chun-Li 
witnessed her father’s kid¬ 
napping by nefarious de¬ 
veloper Bison (Neil McDo¬ 
nough) and his henchman 
Balrog (Michael Clarke 
Duncan). Fast forward a 
decade, and Chun Li, now 


an adult played by Small- 
ville’s Kristin Kreuk, re¬ 
ceives a mysterious scroll, 
which leads her to 
Bangkok. There she meets 
Gen, Bison’s childhood 
friend, who teaches her 
martial arts to extract her 
revenge and stop Bison 
from redeveloping the 
Bangkok slums into condos. 

No one expects high art 
from a film based on a 
video game, but it should 
at least be fun. And that’s 
The Legend of Chun-Li’s 
downfall. The dud of a 


script leads to some seri¬ 
ously stiff acting from a 
talented ensemble. Direc¬ 
tor Andrzej Bartlcowialc 
(who also directed the 
Doom adaptation) gets so 
wrapped up in weighty 
melodrama that it forgets 
to let the film and the au¬ 
dience have fun with 
what’s already a fairly pre¬ 
posterous plot. 

A film like Street Fighter 
should focus on fighting 
and action, but what little 
it has is uninspired and 
just boring. 


album Irish band U2 re¬ 
leases its 12th studio al¬ 
bum on Monday and while 
reviews are generally glow¬ 
ing, critics argue that lead 
singer Bono’s dual role as 
rock star and campaigning 
“saviour” maybe meddling 
with the music. 

An early contender for 
biggest record of the year 
before it even goes on sale, 
No Line On The Horizon 
has been described as the 
band’s most experimental 
album since 1991 and pos¬ 
sibly its best since then. 

“Simply, what all of this 
amounts to is the best U2 
album since Achtung Ba¬ 
by,” wrote Q magazine at 
the end of a five-star re¬ 
view. Rolling Stone maga¬ 
zine also awarded it five 
stars, Mojo magazine four. 

The 11 songs tackle fa¬ 


miliar themes of love, war, 
hope, and, perhaps more 
than ever, being Bono. The 
U2 frontman has long jug¬ 
gled a dual career of rock 
superstar and high-profile 
campaigner, badgering 
world leaders to fight 
everything from AIDS to 
poverty. 

There are those who feel 
his mission is beginning to 
colour everything that U2 
does. 

“It’s becoming increas¬ 
ingly difficult to hear U2’s 
music without filtering it 
through your feelings 
about the other Bono, that 
strident, sanctimonious 
swirl of idealism, agenda 
and ego,” J. Freedom du 
Lac wrote in the Washing¬ 
ton Post. He does, howev¬ 
er, say No Line is “at times 
magnificent.” reuters 


n brief 


COMEBACK No Doubt, the rock 
band that Gwen Stefani front¬ 
ed before embarking on her 
solo career, will make an 
appearance on the teen-friend¬ 
ly series Gossip Girl on May 11, 
the group announced on its 
website. 

ARTISTS A sketch obscured by 
handwriting for five centuries 
in one of Leonardo da Vinci's 
notebooks may be a youthful 
self-portrait, according to Ital¬ 
ian experts who “aged” the 
sketch to compare to 
confirmed later self-portraits. 

REUTERS 




See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 
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cri lies'comer— 


Riverdance: Today’s Stars 

Ballet students may dream of 
dancing with the New York City 
Ballet. For those studying Irish 
step dance the ultimate prize is 
a part in “Riverdance,” the high- 
energy production that debuted 
in 1994 and took the world by 
storm. This new documentary 
catches up with the current cast 
members of a “Riverdance” tour¬ 
ing Killarney. 7 PM on BRAVO 



Heroes 

Acting on a tip from Rebel, Matt 
and Peter race to Building 26 to 
rescue Daphne and recover files 
that will expose the government’s 
plans for those with abilities. 

An unlikely source helps Claire 
smuggle Alex out of the city in 
the new episode “Exposed.” 8 
PM on CITV; 10 PM on KHQ 

Rules of Engagement 

Russell is the kind of dude’s 
dude whose sense of his own 
cool is threatened by nothing. 
That’s the discovery that Audrey 
parlays into free theater tickets. 
Elsewhere, Adam and Jennifer 
take dancing lessons to get 
ready for their weddingin the new 
episode “Russell’s Secret.” 10:31 
PM on KREM CHTV 
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Celebrity Buzz 



Swift takes decor cues from star pals 

Country star Taylor Swift plans to turn her first home into a replica of pals Tim Mcgraw and Faith Hill's Los Angeles pad after 
living there while shooting scenes for an episode of CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, femalefirst.co.uk reports, metro news services 


Patch 

relationship Rihanna and 
Chris Brown are “definitely 
together” and focusing on a 
reconciliation, a source tells 
People. 

The pair, who are current¬ 
ly spending time together at 
Sean (Diddy) Combs’ house 
on Miami Beach’s Star Is¬ 
land, are staying indoors as 
they hash things out, peo- 
ple.com adds. 

“They are definitely to¬ 
gether and care a great 
deal about each other,” 
says a Miami source. “They 
feel like staying in and 
working through their is¬ 
sues. So far they have not 
wanted to go out.” 


Heigl’s hubby asks 
mom to back off 

in-laws Looks like Kather¬ 
ine Heigl’s husband has 
been getting fed up with his 
mother-in-law’s meddling. 
According to Star magazine, 
the Grey’s Anatomy star’s 
mom, Nancy, has 
Abeen hounding 
I Heigl’s hubby, Josh 
f Kelley. “She often 
9 tries to tell (Josh) 
what to do,” a source 
says of Nancy. 
C‘He’s asked her to 
back off a bit, but 
Pshe hasn’t. So now 
" he just smiles and 
1 says nothing.” 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 

Too much political 
correctness: Clint 

opinion Clint Eastwood is 
tired of everyone being so 
politically correct. “We con¬ 
stantly made jokes about 
different races,” Eastwood 
said about the good 
old days. “Eveiy 
friendly clique had a 
‘Sam the Jew’ or ‘Jose 
the Mexican’ — but 
we didn’t think 
anything of it.” 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 




-up in progress? 



Brown, however, did ven¬ 
ture out earlier on his own. 
On Thursday he hit the wa¬ 
ter to jet ski with pals. Ri¬ 
hanna and Brown’s alleged 
reconciliation comes near¬ 
ly three weeks after Brown, 
19, allegedly battered the 
Umbrella singer on Feb. 8. 

Learning that his daugh¬ 
ter and Chris Brown 
have reconciled, Ri¬ 
hanna’s father says 
he supports the 
singer in her deci¬ 
sions, the website 
adds. 

“Whatever road 
she chooses, I’m be¬ 
hind her,” said 


Ronald Fenty, when reached 
by telephone on Barbados. 

Fenty took the 
reunion in 
stride 
Satur- 
day, 
as 


he 


worked selling novelty items 
on a street comer in down¬ 
town Bridgetown. 

He says he hasn’t spoken 
to his daughter since earlier 
last month and only found 
out about the reconciliation 
through the media. 

“We are a family who 
stick together even though 
we are apart,” he told Peo¬ 
ple. As for Rihanna, Fenty 
would only say, “She’s a 
smart girl.” When asked 
what he would tell 
Brown as a father, the 
website says he de¬ 
murred: “I have no com¬ 
ment on Chris Brown.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Lohans work on weight 


advice Lindsay Lohan’s 
family has begged her to 
put on weight, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

The Mean Girls actress’ 
mother Dina and 15-year- 
old sister Ali want the thin 
star to return to the family 
home in Long Island so they 
can make sure she is eating. 

“That way Dina and Ali 
can look after her and stop 
her skipping meals. It 
would be the best thing for 
her,” a source said. “We 
know it’s stress behind the 



weight loss.” 

But the 22-year-old star — 
who has reportedly lost 
nearly 14 pounds 
from her already- 
slender frame in 
the past two 
months — has re¬ 
portedly refused 
to leave Los An¬ 
geles with¬ 
out her girl¬ 
friend, DJ 
Samantha 
Ronson. 

The 


source said: “She won’t be 
away from Sam. She’s too 
insecure.” Lohan hasn’t 
even been tempted by 
junk food bought for her 
by her worried sister. 

The source explained: 
“For a while, Ali was buying 
her pizza, fries, chips and 
all her favourites. But 
she just sits there, tak¬ 
ing a few bites, then 
picking at the rest. 
She really isn’t 
fooling anyone.” 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Brady wedding details out 


nuptials Usmagazine.com 
has new exclusive details of 
Tom Brady’s wedding to 
Gisele Bundchen. The 
groom donned a gray two- 
button peak lapel pure wool 
suit made by Ermenegildo 
Zegna, a source confirms to 
the magazine. 

And — because the wed¬ 
ding was kept so tightly un¬ 
der wrap — he didn’t spe¬ 
cial order it, the source adds. 

“I think he definitely 
wore something that he al¬ 



ready had because it was 
such a last-minute thing,” 
the source says. “Every suit 
that he wears is made-to- 
measure to fit him 
perfectly.’ 

The 
couple 
wed 
Thurs¬ 
day jus 
before 
6 p.m. 
at the 
St. 


Monica Catholic Church in 
Santa Monica, Calif. 

The bride donned a form¬ 
fitting ivory lace strapless 
gown with a trumpet skirt, 
scalloped edges, long train 
and a floor-length veil with 
attached handmade satin 
roses and attached satin 
headband, all by Dolce 
& Gabbana. Her three 
dogs also wore match¬ 
ing Dolce & Gabbana 
floral lace collars. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Jolie ‘depressed’ 
over kids, Pitt 



family Angelina Jolie is “re¬ 
ally depressed,” female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

The actress — who was 
seen apartment hunting 
alone in New York recently 
— has reportedly told part¬ 
ner Brad Pitt she needs 
some time alone after 
struggling to cope with the 
pressures of raising their 
six young children. 

A source said: “Angelina 
has told Brad she 
needs her space. 

She is a fiercely 
independent per¬ 
son and needs 
time alone to feel 
sane and happy. 

“Her tendency is 
to bolt. When she is 
feeling stressed 
and over¬ 

whelmed she 
often goes 

away by her¬ 
self,” the 

source added. 


“Angelina is in a really low 
place at the moment and 
she seems really depressed.” 

“There is a massive ten¬ 
sion between her and Brad 
and they have been fight¬ 
ing.” 

Friends claim the cou¬ 
ple’s relationship is in trou¬ 
ble because Jolie, 33, is be¬ 
coming increasingly unhap¬ 
py with 45-year-old Pitt’s 
changing attitude, the web¬ 
site adds. 

“Brad is beginning to 
reassert himself. This 
appears to be freaking 
her out,” an insider re¬ 
portedly said. 

“It won’t have 
helped that in re¬ 
cent months he’s 
been enjoying 
more nights 
out with the 
boys.” 

METRO 
NEWS SERVICES 


Britney to kick off 
make-or-break tour 



concerts The elaborate 
costumes are packed. The 
16 semis filled with magic 
props and big-top sets are 
on the road, people.com 
reports. 

When Britney Spears 
takes the stage at the New 
Orleans Arena tomor¬ 
row — the opening 
night of her Circus 
tour — the stakes will 
never be higher. After 
more than two 
years of person¬ 
al drama, the 
tour will either 
make or break 
the profession¬ 
al comeback she 
began last fall. 

According 
sources, Spears, 27, 


who left Friday for Louisiana, 
has been hard at work 
preparing for the show. 

“She’s pretty determined,” 
a friend tells People. “She 
missed singing and perform¬ 
ing and the freedom of that 
... it’s what she loves to do, so 
she’s definitely thankful 
to be doing that again.” 

“I’ve got to be¬ 
lieve she’s ready 
and will do a 
professional 
show,” Gary 
Bongiovanni, 
editor-in-chief 
of the concert 
trade maga¬ 
zine Pollstar, 
says. “If she doesn’t, it’s 
over.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Today 

( Flurries late. 

-l c /-10 c 


*>53 


Tuesday 

Moderate snow. 

O c / -8 c 


Wednesday 

^3* Morning clouds. 

0 c / -9 c 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

“My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 
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Take Five 



Sudoku For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone — one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larg¬ 
er puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


I Incorrect 

4 “Lost” network 
7 Young tulip? 

II Equestrian game 

13 Scrooge’s cry 

14 Black-and-white cookie 

15 Basin accessory 

16 Blackbird 

17 One 

18 Pristine 

20 Singer Campbell 
22 Pinch 
24 Completely 
28 Used mouthwash 

32 Pancake topper 

33 Author James 

34 Wrigley product 


36 “..., oh, where can —?” 

37 Support 

39 Disarmed a bomb 
41 Pago Pago dweller 

43 Pale 

44 Beehive State 
46 Desolate 

50 “So be it” 

53 Total 

55 Squared away 

56 Work in the mailroom 

57 Get older 

58 Carnival attraction 

59 Move back and forth 

60 Lower limb 

61 Buck’s mate 


Crossword down 


1 Oil-cartel acronym 

2 Poultry 

3 Run away 

4 “The — Daba 
Honeymoon” 

5 “Pow!” 

6 Tex-Mex entree 

7 Seeker of fugitives 

8 Spigoted vessel 

9 Floral neckwear 

10 Automaton, for short 
12 Anaheim is there 

19 Zero 

21 Type measures 
23 Dowel 

25 Raw rocks 

26 Oil paint container 


27 Newspaper page 

28 Chatters 

29 Taj Mahal city 

30 Paper quantity 

31 Flop 

35 Kitten’s call 
38 Nosh 

40 Mis’ neighbors 
42 Twangy 
45 Ginormous 

47 Eager 

48 Start over 

49 Dandling site 

50 Donkey 

51 Do lawnworlc 

52 Historic time 

54 “Family Guy” daughter 
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Find today’s answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Spiced Lamb 
Kofta 

INGREDIENTS FOR KOFTA: 

1 lb (500 g) lean ground 
lamb 

1 onion, finely chopped 
1 egg 

1/4 tsp (1 ml) ground 
cumin 

1/4 tsp (1 ml) ground cin¬ 
namon 

salt and freshly ground 
black pepper 
3 tsp (15 ml) olive oil 

INGREDIENTS FOR CUCUMBER 
YOGURT: 

2/3 cup (150 ml) Greelc- 
style yogourt 
3 tsp (15 ml) olive oil 
1/2 cucumber, coarsely 
grated 

1 garlic clove, crushed 
salt and freshly ground 
black pepper 

METHOD: 

1. Soak eight wooden 
skewers in cold water 30 
minutes. Alternatively, use 
metal skewers. 

2. Mix ground meat, 
onion, egg and spices in 
bowl. Add salt and pepper, 
then bind mixture togeth¬ 
er either in food processor 
or by kneading with 


hands. 

3. Divide mixture into six¬ 
teen equal portions, then 
roll into balls. Thread two 
meatballs onto each skew¬ 
er, leaving 3/4 in. (2 cm) 
between them. Lightly 
brush with oil. Preheat 
grill or broiler to 
moderate heat. 

4. For dip, blend yogourt 
with oil. Stir in cucumber, 
garlic and salt and pepper 
to season. Mix well and 
chill until ready to serve. 

5. Put skewers on grill or 
under broiler. If using 
broiler, ensure that meat¬ 
balls are about 4-3/4 in. (12 
cm) from heat, and watch 
the skewers carefully 
when cooking to avoid 
burning. Cook for about 
15 minutes, turning regu¬ 
larly, until golden. Serve 
with the yogourt dip. 

SERVES 4 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month’s 
Reader’s Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

An anxious person pretends to 
be heroic. Something in the 
mail will awaken a fine ro¬ 
mance. Do something bizarre 
for an unfamiliar man. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


Work on developing your str¬ 
ength of spirit. Nothing makes 
sense when a prize is beyond 
your reach. Anxiety over a con¬ 
frontation causes a failure. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



An urgent situation means that 
stupidity is rampant. A stylish 
person has a complicated fi¬ 
nale. A forecaster has some 
hidden knowledge. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



Watch out for siblings in dis¬ 
tress. The meaning of senti¬ 
mental drivel is revealed. Dedi¬ 
cate yourself to initiating a 
wise discussion. 


LEO (S)' 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

A good-for-nothing visitor’s 
loneliness will fade away. Is¬ 
sues with a mother are about 
to cause a hurried departure. 
Take your time to plan strategy. 


VIRGO /C\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Someone is veiy upset about a 
shock. Travel delays must be 
taken into account. Forget 
about dealing with inconsider¬ 
ate people. 


LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A foreigner insists on taking 
advantage of you. A hot-headed 
fool will be leaving you alone 
soon. A woman regrets making 
a hasty wisecrack. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

An alliance with creative types 
will increase your income. 
Someone’s distress can be re¬ 
duced. A voice from the past re¬ 
pairs a broken heart. 


© 


SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Be amused when faced with a 
difficult decision. Trust an elder 
when differences are patched 
up. A love affair fills you with 
excitement. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

Someone is ready to rethink a 
situation. You’ll feel better after 
persevering with your original 
plan. Don’t clash with a funny 
man. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Grit your teeth when a stingy 
guy makes you irritable. Date a 
friend for a chance at love. An 
insomniac will make you feel 
guilty. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Don’t get flustered when some¬ 
one celebrates good news. 
You’ll have a disturbing impact 
by making a decision. A confi¬ 
dent speech saves the day. 


This day in history 

MARCH 2,1949: Capt. James Gallagher lands his B-50 Superfort¬ 
ress Lucky Lady II in Fort Worth, Texas after completing the first 
non-stop around-the-world airplane flight in 94 hours and one 
minute. 

MARCH 2,1962: Wilt Chamberlain sets the single-game scoring 
record in the NBA by tallying 100 points. 

MARCH 2,1972: The Pioneer 10 space probe is launched from 
Cape Canaveral, Fla., with a mission to explore the outer plan¬ 
ets. 

MARCH 2,1990: Nelson Mandela is elected deputy president of 
the African National Congress. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Over 140 Discount Outlets... 100 One Hour In-Store Labs 

For nearest location call: 1 -877-524-2020 • www.hakimoptical.ca 


WORDY QURDY^ TRICKY RICKY KANE 

... ... Every answer is a rhyming 

1. Everyone writes fast and illegibly (1) p ^ jr nst.* „4 r pat 

and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Outscore Miami’s NBA team (1) 5*^? Th^numbcJ after the 

definition tells you how many 

3. Dirt-free headmaster (1) syllables in each word. 

1 1 1 II ■ II II 

4. Mallard-filled Mack vehicle (1) 

1111 1 1 I 1 1 if?i °009 United Feature Syndicate Jnc 

5. Lessening the amount of “Ah-ehoo!”-ing (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

6. In-shape-ness observer (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

7. 4, 5, or 6 golf club on a football field (3) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Noaiaits Noaiarao *4 ssaNxm sssnim *9 ouizaaNS ONisva -e 
hoiihx aona -p Nvaa Nvaio -s xvaH xvaa z iawhds nv i 
2 ' 3 ‘ 09 SH3MSNV 










































































































































































































































JJEARP tO BE I RISf=J 

St Patrick's Day • Tuesday, March 17th 

Moxie's Lounge • Adults Only 


Visit LearnToBelrish.com for your chance to win a trip to Ireland. 


170th Street • 780 484 2040 
Calgary Trail • 780 430 4701 
Kingsway Garden Mall • 780 944 0232 


South Edmonton Common • 780 468 3098 
St. Albert Trail • 780 488 8492 
West Edmonton Mall • 780 484 6669 
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MOXIE'S 

CLASSIC 

GRILL 













